
Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors 

Minutes of Monthly Meeting 

September 13, 2022 
 

The monthly meeting of the Longswamp Township Board of Supervisors was held at the Longswamp 

Township Municipal Building, 1112 State Street, Longswamp Township, Mertztown, Pennsylvania, 7:00 

p.m., prevailing time as previously advertised and posted. 
 

CALL TO ORDER: 

Chairman Don Hickman called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm. 
 

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG/ROLL CALL:  

Officials present: Don Hickman, Chairman; Joyce Marin, Vice Chairperson; Joni McPike, 

Secretary/Treasurer; Zach Trexler, Office Administrator; Beth Kohl, Township Solicitor. Jill Smith, 

Township Engineer and Ryan Wessner, Code Enforcement Officer.  Mark Hilbert, Supervisor not present. 
    
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Chairman Don Hickman Announced: 

 We have 3 Vacancies on the Environmental Advisory Council Committee 

 Township is looking for (2) Farmers and (1) Citizen to fill the vacancies on our Agricultural 
Security Area Advisory Committee 

 Zoning Hearing Board Meeting Scheduled for September 15, 2022 is cancelled 

 Township Office is closed Monday, October 10, 2022 in observance of Columbus Day Holiday. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON AGENDA ITEMS:  

Mike Sacks, 9715 Longswamp Road; expressed his concerns regarding the dog bin containers being 

overflowed again.  Mr. Sacks mentioned he also brought this to the Boards attention back in June of this 

year.  Discussion was held and Mr. Hickman stated that he spoke with our Public Works Roadmaster 

who said, that people are throwing other things in the dog bins in addition to what they are there for.  

This is a task for the Public Works department and the bins will be addressed more often as the park is 

maintained.  There was discussion about putting trash cans near the dog bins and how to secure them 

so they won’t blow around and with lids so they don’t fill up with water and become too heavy.   
 

Leann Sacks, 9715 Longswamp Road; stated she filed her complaint regarding the dog bins being 

continuously over full, and wanted her complaint filed and recorded accordingly. 
 

SECRETARY/TREASURER REPORT:  

Minutes from August 23, 2022 BOS Budget and Business Meetings;  

Joyce Marin made a motion to accept the Minutes of the August 23rd, 2022, Board of Supervisors Budget 

and Business Meetings as presented.  Don Hickman seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 

Treasurer Report: 

Chairman Don Hickman reviewed the Treasurer’s Report for the month of August, 2022 as presented for 

the Board of Supervisors’ further review. The Treasurer’s Report for August, 2022 indicated 

$1,642,464.08 total Township General Funds for this period; $704,363.46 total Township Additional 

Funds for the period; for a total of $2,346,827.54 in total account funds for the period. Joyce Marin 

made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report for August, 2022 as presented, subject to further 

audit. Don Hickman seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 

 

 

APPROVED 

09/27/2022 
 



2023 Minimum Municipal Obligation (MMO) Employee Pension Plan Payment Approval; 

Secretary/Treasurer Joni McPike presented the annual Minimum Municipal Obligation for the year 2023 

with a zero (“0”) amount due. Joni explained that due to the decreased contribution and greater assets 

along with the plan’s funded ratio increase to 125% and the Township’s distress score remaining at “0” 

no mandatory remedies apply for the current two year valuation cycle.  
 

Joyce Marin made a motion to except the Municipal Minimum Obligation payment requirement for year 

2023 as presented. Don Hickman seconded the motion.  All in Favor. 
 

Approval to release Onlot Sewer Permit Escrow Account Refund from SWMF Account; 

Joyce Marin made a motion to approve the payment release of the Onlot Sewer Escrow Refund for 140 

Longsdale Drive in the amount of $746.43, as presented.  Don Hickman seconded the motion.  All in 

favor.  
 

Approval of Bills: 

Joyce Marin made a motion to approve processing for payment, bills totaling $138,422.86 and fund 

transfers totaling $24,786.84 for the period of August 24, 2022 through September 13, 2022. Don 

Hickman seconded the motion.  Roll call vote taken. Joyce Marin, yes; Don Hickman, yes. All in favor.  
 

ENGNEERING REPORT:  

Approve Fisher - 1132 Barbara Lane BMP Operation & Maintenance Agreement & Approve Turner – 
100 S. Park Avenue BMP Operation & Maintenance Agreement; 
Jill Smith, Township Engineer; gave brief summary on the Stormwater Management requirements for 
these properties as stated in the originally approved Southridge Estates Subdivision Plan.  She further 
stated that the property owners have gotten their Stormwater Management plans approved and part of 
the requirements is to do an Operations & Maintenance Agreement which is executed by the Township 
and recorded.  This gives the Township rights to do inspections if necessary.  Jill further mentioned that 
other counties do the Stormwater Management reviews, but Berks County does not.  They put it onto 
the Township Engineer to do all the review for the Stormwater.  Discussion was held regarding the 
original signing of the agreements by the property owners.   
 

Joyce Marin made a motion to approve the signing of these Stormwater Facilities and Best Practices 
BMP Operation & Maintenance Agreements for Timothy Fisher of 1132 Barbara Lane, and Thomas & 
Ellen Turner of 100 S. Park Avenue, subject to review by the Township Solicitor for additional edits and 
modifications as needed for proper recording.  Don Hickman seconded the motion. All in favor.  
 

Mountain Village Phase 2 Plan – Time Extension Request;  
Joyce Marin made a motion to grant the time extension for 055 MV LLC/Mountain Village MHP until 

December 13, 2022 as requested. Don Hickman seconded the motion. All in favor.  

 

Jill also reported; from previous discussions regarding the trees along Mountain Road, she has spoken 

with PennDot regarding their right-of way.  PennDot came back and stated their right-of-way on 

Mountain Road is from edge of pavement to edge of pavement, and anything outside the physical paved 

road way is not PennDot right-of-way.  Jill further stated she checked with their Traffic Department and 

for Mountain Road; State statue states to figure the right-a-way is 16 ½ feet from center (33’); if 

PennDot’s right-of-way is not the state statute, then yes there is a Township right-of-way.  If there are 

Trees within the 16 ½ feet from center of roadway, then they would be in the Township right-of-way 

and that the Township could remove them.  Anything past the 16 ½ feet would be on private property.  

Discussion and legal guidance will continue regarding the Trees should they be on private property and 

are within the Township right-of-way and they are dead, and the Township would want to send out 

notifications to the property owners for removal.   
 

 



 

SEO REPORT:  

Cycle 2 Pumping is in effect. Deadline June 30, 2023 
 

LTL Consultants, Ltd. SEO Report for August 2022; 
Chairman Hickman reviewed the details of the activities as noted in the Sewage Enforcement Officer’s 

Report for August 2022 which indicated 3 sewage permits issued; 2 septic systems being installed; 1 final 

inspection completed; and 3 Soil Testing and Miscellaneous activities. 
 

ZONING AND CODES ENFORCEMENT: 
LTL Consultants, Ltd. Zoning Officer Report August 2022; 

Chairman Hickman reviewed the details of the activities as noted in the Zoning and Codes Enforcement 
Report for August 2022 which indicated 15 permits processed; 16 building inspections; 0 rental 
inspections and 7 zoning issues.   
 

Discuss 550 Tower Road Issue; 

Ryan Wessner, Code Enforcement Officer informed the Board that this matter is regarding a Zoning 

Enforcement Notice issued to the property owner for his barking dogs.  Ryan stated that from the recent 

court case against this property owner, the Judge required Ryan to use a sound testing device to record 

the decibels levels of the barking dogs.  Ryan said LTL Consultants is in the process of purchasing this 

device to use within all their Municipalities they represent. Ryan also stated that he received a letter 

from the property owner noting that he had purchased a sound recording device and measured from his 

property to the line, and he also had a third party come in and do testing.  Ryan then explained the 

environmental health issue for sound is at the lot line is 60 decibels, and the reading by the Property 

owner was not above 60 decimals.  When it’s past 8:00pm, it should not be above 30 decibels.  

Discussion was held and the Board instructed Ryan to close out this complaint if there is no evidence to 

support the complaint.  
 

SOLICITOR REPORT:  
Assessment Appeal Hearing – 1413 State Street; 
Beth Kohl, Township Solicitor; explained that these types of assessment appeal notifications from Berks 
County, and her guidance is if the property is significant enough to fight the appeal, then the School 
District will have an strong interest to file against the appeal and carry the ball.  For future processing of 
these assessment appeal notifications, Beth will review and advise if they need to go before the Board 
for additional instruction.  No action taken. 
 
Beth stated that the Agricultural Security Area Application period for the month of August 2022 has 
closed.  No new applications received this year. 
 

PARK & RECREATION REPORT:  

Tyrene Christman, Chairman of the Park & Recreation Committee stated September’s Park & Recreation 
Committee Meeting will be Tuesday, September 20, 2022 at 7:00p.m. (Outside - weather permitting, if 
not downstairs conference room) 
 

Halloween in the Park: Tyrene also announced that the Park & Rec’s Halloween in the Park this year is 

on Saturday, October 1, 2022 starting at 5:00p.m. There will be hayrides, pumpkin decorating, 

Halloween bingo, food, costume contest; the movie will be The Haunted Mansion, and fireworks.  
 

Township Trick-Or-Treat Night: Monday, October 31, 2022 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.; 

Discussion was held regarding the day and date of this event. The Board of Supervisors decided to table 

this matter until the next Board of Supervisors business meeting on 9/27/22. 

 

 

 



Zach Trexler brought up a request from the Topton Soccer Club requesting if it would be ok for them to 

put up a port-a-toilet at Hunsicker’s Grove Park for their use.  Discussion was held and it was decided 

that the Township needs to review our current agreement and require a hold harmless agreement from 

Topton Soccer Club stating they will maintain the cost and maintenance of this port-a-toilet for their 

soccer season, and not hold the Township liable for any theft, vandalism and/or injury of any kind as 

long as this port-a-toilet is stationed at Hunsicker’s Grove Park for their use.  The Board instructed Zach 

to forward the current agreements to the Solicitor for review and updating accordingly. 
 

HUMAN RESOURCE DIRECTOR REPORT:  

None 
 

ROADMASTER’S REPORT:  

Month of August 2022 

Chairman Hickman reviewed the details as noted in the Roadmaster’s August 2022 Report. 
 

Minutes of August 18, 2022, Joint Co-op Municipal Meeting; 
Joyce Marin made a motion to accept the Minutes of August 18, 2022 of the Joint Co-op Municipal 
Meeting with Hereford Township, Rockland Township and the Borough of Topton Officials as presented.  
Don Hickman seconded the motion.  All in favor. 
 

Discussion on new Asphalt Zipper Equipment; 
The Board reviewed the Asphalt Zipper documents and stated this is a needed piece of equipment and 
having this split 4 ways with three other Municipalities is a cost savings for the Township.  Discussion 
was held regarding the financing options and it was a decision of the Board to go with the 5 year 
financing plan at 3.72% interest rate with an annual cost to the Township of $17,213.12.  
 

Agenda Revision: 

Joyce Marin made a motion to amend the agenda to include the vote on the joint acquisition with 

Hereford and Rockland Townships and the Borough of Topton for an Asphalt Zipper.  Don Hickman 

seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 

Approve the Joint Municipal purchase of the Asphalt Zipper Equipment; 
Joyce Marin made a motion to approve the acquisition of the Asphalt Zipper in joint with Hereford and 

Rockland Townships and the Borough of Topton as presented at the 5 year plan at 3.72% interest rate 

resulting in an annual cost for 5 Years to the Municipality of $17,213.12 Don Hickman seconded the 

motion. All in favor. 
 

Joyce Marin mentioned she received a Citizen complaint from her neighbor stating there is some erosion 
on the steep hill section of Wetzel Road where it abuts up to her neighbor’s Lane. This area needs more 
Asphalt to fix the erosion area.  Don will let Scott know to about this matter. 
 

OLD BUSINESS:  

Topton Water Well update; 
Beth informed the Board of Supervisors that she received a revised memorandum of understanding 
agreement with minor edits, from Joan London, the Borough’s Solicitor.  Beth shared her response back 
to Joan, as to the Board’s response about the previous actions the Borough of Topton Council has taken 
regarding the Township Residents on Freehall Street and Woodside Avenue.   Beth will continue the 
communication with the Borough of Topton’s Solicitor and keep the Board informed.  
 

 

 

 

 

 



NEW BUSINESS:  

Approve for Advertising 2023 Budget Workshop Dates, all Boards, Commission and Committees 
Meeting   Dates, Township Holidays and Office Closure Dates; 
Joni McPike presented a draft version of the 2023 Boards, Commission and Committee meeting dates 
schedules, Budget Workshop dates and Office Closure dates schedules for the board to review.  She 
stated that there was a date missing for May for the Park & Recreation Committee Meeting, and no 
dates yet for the Environmental Advisory Council meetings.  The Board agreed to table this item until 
the next Board of Supervisors meeting where Joni will fill in the missing meeting date’s and finalize these 
schedules for Board approval. 
 

Approve 2023 Safety Net Sanctuary Animal Control Service Agreement; 
Joyce Marin made a motion to approve and execute the Agreement between the Township and Safety 
Net Sanctuary for animal control services for the upcoming year of 2023 at the rate of $2,000.00; Don 
Hickman seconded the motion. All in favor. 
 

Resident Complaint J#22106 Barclay & State Streets Road Concerns; 
This complaint was presented to the Board of Supervisors, and explains that the resident of 25 Barclay 
Street expressing his serious concerns regarding the difficulties he has when he tries to turn out onto 
State Street from Barclay Street, and wants Barclay Street to return to the 1-way street. Jill Smith, 
Township Engineer explained when Barclay Street was changed from the previous 1 way (going north) 
street into the 2-way street with the railroad tracks dividing the road.  Discussion was held and the 
Board instructed Jill to look into the site distance and what more the Township can do to satisfy this 
concern. Jill will provide an update to this matter by the October Board of Supervisors meeting. 
 

Employee request for approval to use Sick Bank time/hours; 
Joyce Marin made a motion to approve the request from Lloyd Weller, Roadcrewman, to use 120 hours 
of his Sick Bank Time for his upcoming knee replacement surgery, as presented. Don Hickman seconded 
the motion. All in favor 
 

Discussion of Mass Notification System; 
Zach Trexler, Office Administrator; explained that he has been working on updating the old Mass 
Notification System the Township had used, however, it was through a Canada based company, and not 
an easy system to use.  Joni confirmed that this our old system has been cancelled.  Zach presented a list 
of proposals for (4) US companies and explained their pros and cons and pricing options.  Zach’s 
recommendation was to go with CodeRed at $3,200.00 per year. They are a Pennsylvania State 
Notification provider, they are on Costars, and offer Office and Home capability and free automated 
weather notifications. This mass notification system can be used for all types of property notifications, 
not just emergencies.  
 

Joyce Marin made a motion to direct staff to proceed with the CodeRed Mass Notification System and 
their Unlimited Package at $3,200.00 a year. Don Hickman seconded the motion. All in favor 
 

Discussion of Resident Complaint regarding Dog bins within the park; 
Discussion regarding this matter was discussed under Public Comments on Agenda Items. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS: 

Mike Sacks, 9715 Longswamp Road; regarding the Topton Well issue and questioned about the deed 

restriction? The Board advised this topic is being addressed by Beth Kohl, Township Solicitor. 
 

Mike Rhode, 90 Centennial Road; he has (2) concerns: 1st for the Maryann Drive sign that sits above the 

Stop sign, to be turned 90 digress so people coming up Centennial road know that’s Maryann Drive, and 

2nd   he would like to have the electronic speed sign set up in his yard.  Don Hickman stated he will be 

forwarding these issues to the Township Roadmaster. 

 
 

 



 ADJOURNMENT:  

Joyce Marin made a motion to adjourn.  Don Hickman seconded the motion.  All in favor.  

Don Hickman adjourned the Business meeting at 9:12 pm. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by:  

 

_______________________________ 

Township Secretary/Treasurer 

 

Attest: 

 

 


